[II:6 A] 


[B] 


[C] 
[D] 


[E] 


[F] 


[O] “‘Any unclean thing’ — this refers to meat in the third remove of 
uncleanness which touched that which was unclean in the second 
remove of uncleanness [as is clear in the sequence of the verse]. 


[P] “‘Shall not be eaten’ — that which is made unclean at the end is 
not to be eaten. [That is to say, what touches this meat in the third 
remove, which itself is in the fourth remove, is not to be eaten. 
That proves the besought proposition. ]” 


Up to this point we have dealt with food made unclean in the airspace 
of a clay utensil contaminated by a dead creeping — thing (Lev. 
11:33). [That is, Aqiba’s proof at M. Sot. 5:2, based on Lev. 11:33, 
shows that food made unclean in the contained airspace of a clay 
utensil into which a dead creeping-thing has fallen has the capacity to 
impart uncleanness to food that touches it.] 


How do we know that food itself, which has been made unclean by a 
dead creeping-thing, has the power to impart uncleanness to other 
food? 


Now it is derived a fortiori. 


If utensils that do not receive uncleanness when they are located in the 
contained airspace of a clay utensil that has been rendered unclean by a 
dead creeping-thing — lo, such utensils impart uncleanness as does a 
dead creeping-thing so that food that touches them will be unclean, 


food that is rendered unclean by a dead creeping-thing, is it not a 
matter of logic that it should have the capacity to impart uncleanness 
as does a dead creeping-thing to [other] food [with which it comes into 
contact]? [Surely that is obvious. ] 


Up to this point we have dealt with the matter in line with the theory of 
R. Agiba [who regards the uncleanness imparted in the third remove as 
a matter of the law of the Torah]. 


[G] But as to R. Ishmael [how does he prove that there is a third 
remove in regard to food that has been in contact with that which 
has been made unclean]? 


[H] Zt is taught by R. Ishmael:’’ Flesh that touches any unclean thing 
shall not be eaten.’ 


[I] “[This refers to] food in the first remove, ‘which touched any 
unclean thing.’ 


[J] “It shall not be eaten’ is meant to encompass that which is in the 
second remove. 


